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Storytelling	  

ì 	  No	  child	  has	  every	  asked	  
his	  mother	  or	  father	  to	  
read	  a	  “bed@me	  ar@cle.”	  



Storytelling	  

ì 	  Our	  job	  is	  to	  	  
tell	  stories.	  



NSPA	  Standards:	  Writing	  



NSPA	  Standards	  

ì  Specific	  angle	  

ì  Energe@c	  and	  invi@ng	  

ì  Meaningful	  quotes	  

ì  Avoid	  editorializing	  

ì  Third	  person,	  past	  tense	  

ì  Vary	  sentence	  length	  



Storytelling	  

ì 	  Show,	  don’t	  tell	  
ì 	  Stay	  objec@ve	  
ì 	  Put	  the	  reader	  	  
in	  the	  room	  



Storytelling	  
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DOWN TO A SCIENCE
Experimental Science provides opportunity for independent research

WORDS OF WISDOM 
Experimental science teacher Sarah 

Evans helps freshman Reagan 

Pomp perfect her presentation. All 

of Evans’ students placed in the 

Regional Science Fair, with seniors 

Claire Weaver, Niharika Maity, 

Lauren Neldner and Zephrem 

Tepper and juniors Tess Marvin 

and Aidan Ryan advancing on to 

the state competition. 

photo by Aliyah Rackley

PIPET UP Using a pipet, 

junior Tess Marvin links an 

oligonucleotide, a short strand of 

RNA, to linear plasmids within e. 

coli bacteria. In her experiment, 

Marvin discovered a way to kill 

bacteria by preventing them from 

creating proteins, a necessary 

function of life. 

photo by Bailey Fisher

CURRENT SITUATION Junior 

Ishaan Dhillon presents his poster 

at the Seminole County Regional 

Science Fair, explaining the basis of 

his project to judges and the general 

public. Dhillon built a marine 

current turbine, which used water 

currents to create energy. 

photo by Jake Arthur

SHAKE, RATTLE AND ROLL 
Using a modeling and simulation 

program, senior Lauren Neldner 

examines different damper designs.  

Inspired by her experiences living 

on the San Andreas Fault for seven 

years, Neldner studied earthquakes 

for the last five years. 

photo by Jake Arthur

iROBOT At his dinner table, junior 

Aidan Ryan adjusts the coding for 

his robot. Ryan’s robot performed 

simultaneous localization and 

mapping using a robot attached 

to a camera and computer to map 

its surroundings. After competing 

at the regional science fair, Ryan’s 

experiment was awarded the Intel 

Excellence in Computer Science 

award and the Crooms Excellence 

in Technology award.
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PICTURE PERFECT After finishing 

her experimentation and research 

process, senior Niharika Maity 

works on her poster design. For 

their presentations at Science 

Fair, students made posters that 

presented pictures and findings.

photo by Jake Arthur

It started with an idea, a 
hypothesis waiting to be tested. 
For Experimental Science students, 
months of experimentation, weeks of 
creating a project and a few, short days 
of presenting all began with just one, 
single thought. 

Senior Niharika Maity’s 
inspiration stemmed from her 
mother’s diagnosis of breast cancer. 
Wanting to reach out to those 
suffering from the disease, Maity 
sought a way to cheaply and efficiently 
diagnose breast cancer. For her 
experiment, Maity wrote computer 
programs which analyzed the images 
and made a diagnosis. 

The Experimental Science class 
differed from other general science 
classes in that it allowed students to 
explore their own interests through 
independent research. 

“Instead of being forced into one 
lane of learning, you’re able to explore 
things at your own pace,” junior Aidan 
Ryan said. 

Pursuing her interest in 
microbiology, junior Tess Marvin 
discovered how to kill bacteria 
without the use of antibiotics by 
inserting RNA into the bacteria and 
halting their protein production. 

Meanwhile, seniors Lauren 
Neldner and Zephrem Tepper used 
modeling and simulation to find an 
optimal design and placement for 
dampers, shock absorbers for bridges, 
to reduce the amount of damage 
caused by earthquakes and extreme 
wind. Neldner hoped to apply her 
research in areas that experienced 
both extreme weather conditions.

While each experiment was 
unique to the student, they shared a 
common goal: to solve global issues 
that the student was passionate about. 

“What’s really important is that 
we aren’t content with the way things 
are now. We should constantly be 
thinking about what we can do better 
and how we can solve it,” Neldner 
said. 

“What’s really important is that we aren’t content with the way things are now. 

We should constantly be thinking about what we can do better and how we can solve it.”

Discovered that iron 
fertilization of algae 

prevents marine 
organisms from 

getting vital nutrients

second place 
Seminole County 
Regional Science Fair

FERTILIZATION
IRON

Environmental
science

Samantha Bates

Samantha Bates, 11
photo by Kenzie Helmick

6ml of iron 
supplement added

by Kenzie Helmick

Pomp had to obtain fresh 
pig skin from a local 

slaughterhouse. 
When Pomp’s mother visited the 

slaughterhouse to pick up the pig 

skin, the owners convinced her 

into taking a tour. It was there 

that she was forced to watch the 

pig whose skin she was bringing 

home get slaughtered in front of 

her. Despite the traumatizing event, 

Pomp’s mother had to go back to 

the slaughterhouse three more times 

to get more samples for Pomp’s 

experiment.

Gimme some skin
gathering materials

Final countdown
presenting the project

Reagan Pomp, 9

photo by Jake Arthur

“I was nervous since I was 

so much younger than 

other people but I knew my 

project was good.”

Freshman Reagan Pomp 
began her research after her 
grandma had a skin cancer 

scare. 
For the last two years, Pomp 

has done science fair projects on 

sunscreen. Pomp enrolled in the 

Experimental Science class in order 

to continue her experiment, this 

time focusing her research on the 

effects of different sunscreens on 

human skin, which she replicated 

by using pig skin.

For the cause
finding inspiration

Pomp uses a microscope to examine 

pig skin cells, looking for cells that 

were darker or had gone through 

apoptosis, or cell death. Pomp tested 

two different sunscreens on pig skin 

in order to see which one was more 

effective in protecting cells from 

UV rays. 

photo by Bailey Fisher

Saved by the cell
experimenting

Skin Deep Science

JUDGE ME 

Tess Marvin, 11

At the Seminole County 

Regional Science Fair, junior 

Tess Marvin presents her project 

to a judge. “I really like learning 

about [students’] projects because 

they are so largely varied. Every 

day I’m learning something 

new that’s not even my topic,” 

Marvin said. 

photo by Jake Arthur
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Running around the studio shouting orders, senior 
Cameron Sexton prepared the Brave TV crew to shoot 
their daily segment. The studio turned dark and the 
spotlights shined bright on the desk; Sexton, the floor 
director, stood behind the door to the studio, held up 
his hand and began to count down, “Five, four, three…,” 
while he shut the door behind him.

“[I love being] floor director because I can boss 
everyone around and it’s a great feeling knowing 
everything is how I like it,” Sexton said. “I feel great 
[after the show airs] and I feel like I put my best foot 
forward and was able to produce a great show.”

Sexton acted as the “go-to person” on the Brave TV 
staff. He aided his Digital Video 4 classmates in the daily 
filming and editing of each segment. Sexton worked all 
the rotations on staff and helped edit, film and produce 
each episode. The complete production process could 
take anywhere from 20 to 45 minutes.

“It is the way students get informed. I feel like 
without Brave TV, it would just be a lot of news over the 
PA and it’s not the same,” senior Samuel Ayala said.

Before Ayala was a part of the Brave TV production 
staff, he took the three required courses of Digital Video 
Production. These classes gave him adequate training in 
the 12 rotations needed to create the show.

“Personally, I like being an editor because I have the 
most responsibility in a way. I have to piece everything 
together and even when everyone’s done, I have to stay 
to finish and edit [the show],” Ayala said.

The staff produced the show four days of the week. 
The studio’s aging equipment created obstacles and 

could put the staff in a bind when they were trying to 
finish piecing each episode together.

“The age of equipment [has been a struggle for us],” 
adviser Robin Brillante said. “A lot of our equipment is 
12 or more years old, and most people don’t know these 
kids do the job that they do with that old of equipment. 
We do some fundraising, but the money [comes from] 
school budgets and the school budget is always so hard 
when you have so many wonderful programs that the 
school tries to support.”

Despite the time crunch, having one class period to 
make the show, the staff worked together to record and 
edit the segments before airing in third period.

“[The studio] can be stressful at times, like whenever 
there is a time crunch or an anchor messing up. [I] 
want the best for them, but [I] need to switch them out 
[before we air the next segment],” Sexton said.

The cast produced each segment with one camera, 
a boom microphone, the background set, a graphics 
computer, an editing computer, a soundboard, a 
switcher and a teleprompter attached to a camera. 

The members were required to cover one sport and 
one club each quarter. Brillante had high expectations 
for the staff because of their extensive experience.

“This year is my first four-year group of kids. I’ve 
had them since they were freshman all the way through 
now as seniors,” Brillante said. “Every time I even say it 
I continue to get little goose bumps, just the thought of 
knowing them for all four years for sure [has been the 
best part of being an adviser].”     
content by blair colson, design by matt casler, photos by 
tyler rispoli

SHOOT.
edit.
air.REPEAT.

computer savvy. When 
compix is ready, senior Jazbeth 

Jackson-Santiago snaps the 
graphics to the screen. “[On 
staff], I’ve gained experience 

with working on cameras and 
behind the scenes,” Jackson-

Santiago said.  Jackson-
Santiago learned the job of 

switcher while in Digital 
Video 3. hit the lights. After 

the crew wraps an episode, 
senior Tevin Hudson shuts 
off the lights in the studio. 

“[During Brave TV] we can 
all have conversations with 

each other and I like the family 
interaction,” Hudson said.  

He also made sure the sound 
board ran smoothly. 

Brave TV crew mastered production despite time 
constraints and aging equipment

through the lens. To help 
the anchors know when 
to begin, senior Kathryn 
Marshall counts down to 
the start of their segment. 
“Filming is fun because we 
all know each other and 
goof around. We have all 
been in the same program 
together for four years,” 
Marshall said. Marshall’s 
favorite rotation position 
was floor director.

take charge. Between 
recordings of the show, 
floor director senior Mario 
Molinaro directs the staff 
on what needs to get 
accomplished for the show 
to air. “[Being a part of this 
production has taught me] 
how the news is produced and 
what friendship is,” Molinaro 
said. type away. In the mix of 
the show, senior Arthur Bailey 
Jr works the teleprompter to 
control the anchor’s scripts. “[I 
like] editing and fine-proofing 
everything and making sure 
everything is perfect for the 
big screen,” Bailey Jr said. 
Bailey worked with fellow 
staffers to produce the show. 
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Watch the 

show when it 
airs in third 

period.

Film the 
sports 

segment.

Record 
the news 
segments.

Go back 
and piece 
the show 
together.

Turn on 
lights, check 

channel 
4,compix 
overlays 

text.

how to create a daily segment 
of Brave TV in one period

1 step at a time
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channel 4: the channel 
used to check if the 

production is live

compix: the graphics 
used in the show

pan left/right: 
direction the floor 
director gives the 

cameraman when the 

camera needs adjusting 

left or right

“save. save. save”: 
the words Brillante 

uses after recording 

to prevent erasing the 

segments

iris up/down: direction 
the floor director gives 
the cameraman if the 

brightness on the camera 

needs adjustment

n n n n

051050 brave tv
“I played soccer for ten years when I was a kid,” junior Brian Piper said.

academics









Contest	  

ì 	  That	  brings	  us	  to	  our	  contest.	  

ì 	  You’ll	  be	  both	  par@cipa@ng	  and	  
covering	  a	  team-‐building	  ac@vity	  
today.	  



Contest	  

ì 	  Your	  finished	  story	  will	  need	  to	  be	  
submiSed	  either	  via	  email	  to	  
joehumphrey96@gmail.com	  or	  by	  
hard	  copy	  between	  9-‐9:15	  p.m.	  to	  
Forum	  East	  2.	  I	  will	  confirm	  emails	  
received.	  



Contest	  

ì 	  Aim	  for	  about	  300	  words.	  

ì 	  You	  are	  welcome	  to	  interview	  me	  
and	  other	  par@cipants	  in	  the	  
room.	  



Contest	  

ì  	  Your	  team	  will	  have	  20	  minutes	  to	  build	  a	  
structure	  using	  20	  spaghe\	  noodles,	  1	  yard	  of	  
tape	  and	  a	  10	  mini	  marshmallows.	  

ì  	  The	  goal	  is	  to	  construct	  a	  free-‐standing	  
structure	  that	  can	  hold	  a	  marshmallow	  as	  high	  
as	  possible.	  


