
	  

	  

Yearbook Staff Contract Student/Parent Contract 

Please read, review, and sign together: Yearbook is a course in Life. In yearbook, the muscles INTEGRITY and 
RESPONSIBILITY are exercised. This is not a course where late work can be accepted. A student failing to meet a 
deadline can affect the delivery date and cost of the yearbook. Yearbook is not an “easy A class.” Yearbook is a 
course that promotes self-responsibility, cooperation with real-life consequences, independent thinking, time 
management, commitment to a long-range goal, confronting the unknown and delivering work that is PERFECT. To 
create the best working relationship between all those involved, it is important that we all agree on a given set of 
consistent expectations from the beginning. 

Please consider the following expectations and INITIAL each of those with which you AGREE: 

Parent _____ I understand that my child will need to devote time outside of class to the completion of assigned tasks 
outlined in the job description. 

Parent  _____ I understand that my child will be working with specialized equipment and supplies and will be held 
responsible for any damage and/or waste due to negligence. 

Parent  _____ I understand that my child will be responsible for assisting with financial aspects of the publication 
including book and advertising sales. 

Parent  _____ I understand that there are deadlines during the months of October – April. I will be informed of these 
dates and I agree that my child will complete all assigned work for each deadline. 

Parent  _____ I understand that my child will be expected to attend after-school events in connection to the layout 
assignments he/she will cover. I understand that my child’s transportation is my responsibility. 

Student  _____ I understand that while on assignment, I must behave responsibly at all times, reflecting the best of 
myself, the yearbook staff, and school. 

Student  _____ I have been made fully aware that I may be asked to devote outside time in order to complete 
assigned tasks outlined in my job description by deadline times. I commit myself to making these times available. 

Student  _____ I understand that it is my responsibility to cover any events when assigned to do so. In the event that I 
am unable to cover an event, I will trade favors with another qualified staff member to cover my event with approval 
of the adviser and co-editors. 

Student  _____ I understand the importance of the publication’s equipment and supplies and pledge to treat them 
with respect. Should I neglect and/or abuse the materials, I will repair or replace them.  

Student  _____ I understand and agree to sell yearbook advertisements if required. 

Student  _____ I understand the importance of meeting all deadlines and agree to stay after school or work evenings 
or weekends if necessary to complete my deadlines. 

Student  _____ I agree to be on time for class each day. 

Student _____ I agree to work together with the other yearbook staff members to produce a quality yearbook that 
incorporates as many students and faculty in the book as possible. 

Student’s s ignature ___________________________ Parent’s s ignature ________________________ 

 

 

 

 



	  

	  

Camera Contract 

I ___________________________________ need to use a digital camera to take pictures for Yearbook 
class. I understand that this camera is the property of Steinbrenner High School and should only be used 
to take pictures of school events. It is my responsibility to carefully check the camera for any defects 
before checking it out. I also understand that it is my responsibility to look after and care for the camera 
while it is in my possession. I agree that I will, to the best of my ability, keep the camera in good working 
order and return it in the same shape and working order as when I checked it out. I understand that I will 
be held accountable for any defects that are found when the camera is returned. I will return the camera, 
at the first possible time, to Ms. Merritt or another staff member of Steinbrenner High School. By signing 
this, I agree that I have read and fully understand the above statement.  

_____________________________________________________________________      __________________  

Student Signature           Date  

_____________________________________________________________________      __________________  

Parent Signature           Date 

 

Consent to Telephonic and Text Messaging Communication for Yearbook  

Because your child is a member of the Steinbrenner High School Odyssey Yearbook, 
there may be times when your child will have to communicate with the Yearbook 
Adviser, Katie Merritt, via telephone or text messaging to coordinate events.  Please 
read and sign this consent form. 

I give my absolute consent and approval of any outside-school communication to take 
place between my child and Katie Merritt in the form of telephonic or text messaging 
communication for Yearbook purposes.  I further acknowledge that I am aware that my 
child is a member of the Steinbrenner High School Odyssey Yearbook and that Katie 
Merritt is an instructor and yearbook adviser at Steinbrenner High School. I hereby 
waive any and all claims to any communications outside of school hours for yearbook 
purposes between the said Katie Merritt and my child. 

Dated this_________day of ____________________, 20_______. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

____________________________________ 
Parent/Legal Guardian printed Name 
 
____________________________________ 
Parent/Legal Guardian Printed Name 
 
____________________________________ 
Parent/Legal Guardian Cell Phone Number 

____________________________________ 

Student Signature 
 
____________________________________ 
Student Printed Name 
 
____________________________________ 
Student Phone Number 
 



	  

	  

Social Media Policy and Guidelines for Journalism Students 
George M. Steinbrenner High School (GSHS) recognizes and supports the student 
journalists’ rights to freedom of speech, expression, and association, including the 
use of social media; however, parents and students must acknowledge that creating a 
publication for GSHS is a privilege and not a right. As a student journalist, you have 
the responsibility to portray your publication, your school, and yourselves in a 
positive manner at all times.  
Student journalists should understand that third parties, including the media, 
faculty, and future potential college officials can easily access your social media 
profiles and view all personal information. Inappropriate material found by third 
parties affects the perception of the student, the journalism department, and GSHS.  
Student journalists need to remember that NOTHING is private on social media. 
 
GSHS will not tolerate disrespectful comments and behavior online, such 
as: 

• Content online that is derogatory, demeaning or threatening toward any other 
individual or entity examples: derogatory comments regarding another 
individual;  

• Taunting comments aimed at a students, coaches, or other institutions;; 
• Derogatory comments against race, gender, and sex.  
• Photos, videos, posts, or comments depicting or encouraging unacceptable, 

violent, or illegal activities such as: hazing, sexual harassment/assault, nudity, 
inappropriate gestures, discrimination, fighting, vandalism, academic dishonesty, 
underage drinking, and illegal drug use. 

Student journalists found to have violated the GSHS Social Media Policy may be 
subject to the following penalties: 

1. Written or Verbal Warning 
2. Meeting with Adviser and Principal 
3. Suspension or removal from publication 

 
Hazing 
Hazing is defined as recklessly or intentionally endangering the mental or physical 
safety or health of any student for purposes including, but not limited to, initiation 
or admission into or affiliation with any organization operating under the sanction of 
a high school and in accordance with section 1006.63, F.S.  
 
George M. Steinbrenner High School strives to maintain a healthy journalism program 
in which all students feel safe and welcome and can be proud of the school and 
program they represent.  I understand that hazing of any kind is not allowed on this 
campus and in the journalism program.  This includes mental, verbal, and physical 
acts.  I further understand that it is my duty to report any acts of hazing that I see to 
an adviser or administrator on campus. 
 
The undersigned parent(s) guardian(s) and student athlete acknowledge having 
received an adequate opportunity to review this agreement, including policies on 
Hazing and Social Media.  By signing below, I agree to uphold the School Policy and 
understand that any violation may result in my immediate suspension from the 
program and further disciplinary action at outlined in school policy and procedures. 
 
_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Student’s Name      Student’s Signature 
 
_______________________________________  _______________________________________ 
Parent/Legal Guardian Printed Name   Parent/Legal Guardian 
Signature 


